
 

 

 

Vocabulary Sticky Knowledge 

Printing An art form consisting of the 

production of images, usually on 

paper but occasionally on fabric, 

plastic, or other support, by 

various techniques of 

multiplication under the 
supervision of or by the artist. 

What is printing? 
Printmaking is where an artist creates an image using one material, (for instance wood, 

metal plate, Styrofoam etc.) by etching, or carving lines into that material base. This is called 

relief printing. 

 

 

 

 

 

Styles and techniques 
Woodcut: Artists carve their design into the wood using sharp tools. Ink or paint covers the 

design before being pressed down to create a copy. Relief printing is where the design sticks 

out from the surface. This bit gets covered with ink or paint. 

 

Engraving: Using a sharp tool, artists carve a design into a flat piece 

of metal. The design is then covered with ink. The ink sits inside the grooves of the carving 

pattern and the rest is wiped away. The pattern is pressed onto something to make the print. 

 
 

Block printing: Block printing (also called Relief printing) is the process of carving patterns, 

shapes and designs into a 'block'. The 'block' could be made of wood, acrylic plastic sheet, lino 

(linoleum) or metal. 

 

Screen printing: Screen printing originates from China and was first seen in Europe in the late 

18th Century. Screen printing is the process where an image is transferred onto paper or fabric 

using photo-reactive chemicals and light on a mesh or silk before applying ink and pressing it 

through the mesh with a squeegee. One colour is printed at a time. It has been developed over time 

to use both emulsion to create an image or you can use cut out acetate to place under the screen. 

Woodcut Artists carve their design into 

wood using a sharp tool. 

Engraving Artists carve their design into 

metal. 

Block printing The process of carving shapes 

and design’s into a block 

material. 

Carving An object or design carved from a 

hard material as an artistic work. 

Relief printing Relief printing, in art printmaking, 

a process consisting of cutting or 

etching a printing surface in such 

a way that all that remains of the 

original surface is 
the design to be printed. 
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Exciting Books! Sticky Knowledge 
 
 

 

Famous works of print artists 

 
 

Andy Warhol (1928 – 1987) 

Title: Marilyn Diptych 

Material: silkscreen ink and acrylic paint 

Andy Warhol was an American artist, producer and director. He was a leading artist in the 

Pop Art movement. He was inspired by popular culture, advertisement and home 

commodities. Warhol used a range of different art techniques such as photography, film and 

sculpture. However, his best-known works include silkscreen prints called ‘Campbell’s 

Soup Cans’ and ‘Monroe.’ 

 
 

Roy Lichtenstein 

Title : Explosion 

Material: Lithograph on paper 

Roy Lichtenstein was born in New York City, USA in 1923. He was a prominent figure in 

the Pop Art movement; this art was inspired by popular culture, commercial figures and 

mass media. Roy Lichtenstein was particularly inspired by comic strips. This piece of work 

was a comment on the threat of a nuclear explosion at the time, but portrayed in a stylised 

comic book way. He uses primary colours (red, yellow and blue), dots and outlines. 
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Printing - Values 
 

 

 
 

 

 What will we learn? 

Friendship We will work together and help each other. 

Compassion  We will practice kindness when sharing and 
complimenting each other’s work. 

Respect We will use our equipment with care and respect. 

Courage We will conduct out own enquiries to identify different 
types of techniques used in art. 


