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Vocabulary Sticky Knowledge 

 The UK, France, the Soviet Union, 
the USA and other countries who 
opposed Hitler 

There are many causes that led to the Second World War, including bitterness in 
Germany about the Treaty of Versailles; Hitler appealing to the German people as a 
strong leader who wanted to restore pride and land to Germany; and a policy of 
appeasement from the Allied powers, among others. 
 
Almost every country in the world participated in the war. 

 
Norfolk was affected more by the Second World War 
than many other places in Britain. There were fears that 
Norfolk could see a German invasion and small coastal 
villages were suddenly placed on the frontline. This 
resulted in the construction of Norfolk’s coastal defence 
system. 

 
Norfolk’s airfields were key to Britain’s aerial armed forces. During WW2 RAF Coltishall 
was a fighter base operating the Hawker Hurricane. Eight miles north of Norwich, the 
base played a part in the Battle of Britain in 1940 and was the base of famous pilot 
Douglas Bader.  
 
Norfolk also suffered many tragedies during the war. Norwich and Coastal towns such 
as Great Yarmouth and Cromer were bombed throughout but especially during the 
Norwich Blitz on the nights of 27/8 and 29/30 April 1942. These were the nights of the 
‘Baedeker’ raids. Over 200 people were killed and 850 injured.  

 
Norfolk was unusual in that it not only received 
evacuees but a number of children were evacuated 
from Norfolk too. Evacuation began on Friday 1st 
September 1939 when the first of 20,000 children 
arrived over four days at Thorpe Station in Norwich. On 
2 June 1940 children from both Great Yarmouth and 
Cromer were evacuated to Nottinghamshire. 
 

 Nazi Germany, Italy and Japan 

  Air raid An attack in which bombs are 
dropped from aircraft to a ground 
target 

 Sending children and other 
vulnerable people away  from cities 
and the danger of air raids 
to safer areas 

 A way of  thinking  where 
governments want to increase 
their land, power or wealth 

 When  an  army  enters  another 
country to try and take control 
A   scheme to  evacuate   Jewish 
children from Nazi areas in Europe 
to the UK 

 Weapons, ammunition and 
equipment for the army 

 A person  who  supported  Hitler 
and his aims 
A person captured by the enemy 
in war, who must be treated fairly 

 Information to make people think 
a certain thing 

 A fixed amount of food 
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Exciting Books! Sticky Knowledge 

 

Norfolk welcomed some Jewish child refugees 
from Eastern Europe who arrived on the 
Kindertransport just before the war began. 
 
In 1942 Norfolk saw the arrival of 50,000 U.S. 
servicemen. This became known as ‘the friendly 
invasion’ and would transform areas of the rural 
landscape, leaving a lasting legacy. 

Food was rationed from 1940 to 1954 because of 
disruption to the food supply chain. Norfolk Women’s Land Army played a vital part 
in boosting Britain’s food production.  

Cities defended themselves against air raids with barrage balloons and blackouts, 
and families built air raid shelters and carried gas masks. 

On 12th October 1942 King George VI paid a surprise visit to Norwich to see how the 
city had been affected by air raids. 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 What will we learn? 

Friendship 
How communities worked together to help others, for example, 

forming the Women’s Land Army. 

Compassion  How people welcomed children from different areas of the 
country into their homes and took responsibility for their 

welfare. 

Respect How we show respect and honour armed forces members who 
have died in the line of duty on Remembrance Day. 

Courage 
The admirable service of our servicemen during the war, 

including the members of the Norfolk regiment captured and 
held as prisoners of war in Singapore from 1942 until 1945. 


