
 

 

 

Vocabulary Sticky Knowledge 

Prehistoric A time before written history Cave paintings are paintings on cave walls and ceilings. These paintings were made in 
pre-historic times. Most cave paintings date from 10,000 to 20,000 years ago. It is not 
known why these paintings were made. Most people think they had a function for 
rituals or as a way of sharing information.  
 
Most paintings are in caves that are difficult to access. These caves usually do not 
show signs that people lived there all year round.  
 
Today, there are about 350 caves known to have paintings in them. Many are in 
France and Spain. The best known are the caves of Altamira (Spain), Lascaux (France) 
or Creswell Crags (England).  
 
Sometimes, paintings were also done on cliff faces, however due to erosion fewer of 
these paintings have survived. An example of rock painting on cliff faces can be found 
at Astuvansalmi (Finland).  
 
Most often animals or hunting scenes were painted, although sometimes hands were 
painted too. The paintings were drawn with red and yellow ochre, hematite, 
manganese oxide and charcoal. 

charcoal A pigment made from 

burnt wood 

pigment A powder used to make 

paint. Comes in different 

colours. 

binder A liquid mixed with 

pigment to make paint. 

These were often animal 

fat, egg white or 

vegetable juices. 

porous  Porous rocks allowed 

liquids into them. This 

helped the pigment to stick 

to the walls of caves. 
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Exciting Books! Sticky Knowledge 
 
 

 

The Lascaux caves contain paintings that are estimated to be 17,000 years old. Here 
are some examples of the 600 paintings that were found: 
 

 

 What will we learn? 

Friendship People will have worked collaboratively to create the pigments and 
paintings 

Compassion  Paintings would have been admired, and people gave their time to make 

them. 

Respect Some of these paintings are UNESCO heritage sites, meaning they are 

important and looked after. 

Courage These paintings would have taken a lot of effort to make the pigment and 
paint in firelight. They helped others to pass on memories and skills. 

Art Knowledge Organiser – Year 3 



 

Printing - Values 
 
 

 
 

 


