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Vocabulary Sticky Knowledge 

 

(848-899) An Anglo-Saxon king who 
fought against Viking invasions 

A century is 100 years and, for example, the 8th century means 700-799. 

The Romans left Britain in 410AD, leaving Britain vulnerable to invasion from tribes from 
Germany and Denmark. We call them the Anglo-Saxons. 

The Anglo-Saxons were made up of three tribes: the 

Angles, Saxons and Jutes. The name ‘Angles’ eventually 
became ‘English’ and their land, ‘Angle-land’, became 

‘England’. 

For a long time, England was not one country. Anglo- 
Saxon kings ruled lots of small kingdoms across the land. 

The Vikings invaded Britain from Scandinavia to trade, find better land and become 
wealthier. They travelled in longboats. 

 

The Anglo-Saxons and the Vikings fought many battles and 
seized land from each other. Alfred the Great was an Anglo- 
Saxon king famous for resisting the Vikings and also making 
deals with them. 

Vikings ruled over a large part of north and east England, 
called ‘Danelaw’. 

The Battle of Brunanburh was fought between Athelstan and the kings of Dublin, Scotland and 
Strathclyde. Athelstan, the grandson of Alfred the Great, united the Anglo-Saxon kingdoms to 
fight against the Vikings in this extremely bloody battle, and it is  when  a concept of 
‘Englishness’ was born. Historians do not agree on where the battle happened but some 
say it was in South Yorkshire. 

The Anglo-Saxon and Viking periods ended when the Normans conquered Britain in 1066. 

 
People who settled in Britain after the 
Romans left, made up of three tribes 
called the Angles, Saxons and Jutes 
from across the North Sea 

 
Absorb or  mix  in  well  with  a  new 
culture 

 
(894-939) An Anglo-Saxon king who 
brought the Anglo-Saxon kingdoms 
together and fought the Vikings at the 
Battle of Brunanburh 

 

A battle fought in 937 between 
Athelstan and the kings of Dublin, 
Scotland and Strathclyde. One of the 
bloodiest and most important battles 
ever fought in Britain. 

 
Britain was  divided  into  regions,  or 
kingdoms, each ruled by one king 

 
The transport the Vikings used to cross 
the sea from Scandinavia 

 
A member of a religious group of men, 
usually living lives of poverty and 
obedience 

 
The building  or  buildings  where  a 
group of monks live 

 
A sudden attack on an enemy 

 
Fighting back  against  an  invading 
enemy or the ruler 

 
An area of Europe made up of Norway, 
Sweden and Denmark and where the 
Vikings were from 



History Knowledge Organiser – Year 5 – Raids and Resistance 
 

 

Local Links Exciting Books! 

 

 Norwich Castle Anglo-
Saxon collections 

 Anglo-Saxon Norwich 
(Norvic) early settlers 

 Settlement by the River 
Wensum 

 The Great Heathen Army 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 What will we learn? 

Friendship That people of different cultures were accepted and mixed together. 

Compassion  To acknowledge the historical contributions different cultures have 
made to our country. 

Respect To respect the different cultures and their beliefs. 

Courage The courage to stand up against an enemy and resist. 


