
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Friday 26th January 2024 

 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
  
We have lots to share this week in our newsletter, including some wonderful Year 1 learning and 
information about our Reading Curriculum! 
  
We are very passionate about teaching reading across our Partnership and proud to be working with 
both Wensum Hub for early Reading, Read, Write Inc Associates and CUSP reading.  We are always 
looking for ways to improve our reading offer in the schools and love to share our practice, and learn to 
be even better, when we have external visitors!  We have had some very pleasing external reports 
recently and can see that all the teachers, and children’s, hard work is paying off in improving outcomes! 
  
Your children will also be coming home in the next few weeks singing snazzy songs to help them practice, 
and become fluent, with timetables.  We have introduced a new strategy for teaching timetables across 
the Partnership which includes new songs, counting sticks, mini quizzes!  
  
Please also find included in this newsletter our Admissions policy and Attendance Policy.  
  
Warmest wishes, 
Rebecca Clarke 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Unattended dogs at the school gates 

Last week, it was reported that a child was bitten by a dog which had been left outside the school gates. Please 

could parents/carers remind their children that they shouldn’t attempt to stroke or touch anyone’s dog without 

permission from the owner. We have a few dogs that are tied up at the beginning and after school and we know 

it is tempting to approach them but you really don’t know how they will react. 

Dog owners – if you know your dog doesn’t like unwanted attention please could you be mindful about tying it 

up near the school gates or at least put it a safe distance away from anyone passing by. 

Thank you for your understanding and cooperation. 

  

Monday 29th January at 9am 

Coffee and Cake session will be SEN. We will look at 7Cs. 

Please come along and join us 



  

Attendance Policy 
 

Regular school attendance is essential if children are to achieve their full potential. Research commissioned 
by the Department for Education shows missing school for even a day can mean a child is less likely to 
achieve good grades, which can have a damaging effect on their life chances.  
  
At Acle and Little Plumstead Academies we believe that regular school attendance enables children both to 
maximise the educational opportunities available to them. Missing out on lessons leaves children 
vulnerable to falling behind and can put them at risk of wider harm. We value the attendance of all 
pupils.  The policy sets out how we will work with families to identify the reasons for poor attendance and 
try to resolve any difficulties at the earliest opportunity. 
  
The policy aims to give clear guidance to staff, parents, pupils and governors to: 
•             Support pupil’s achievement by establishing the highest possible levels of attendance and 
punctuality; 
•             Recognise the key role of all staff in promoting good attendance; 
•             Provide a clear framework for monitoring and responding to pupil absences; 
•             Make parents / carers aware of their legal responsibilities and ensure their children have access to 
the education to which they are entitled. 
  
Acle and Little Plumstead Academies requests that parents will: 
•             Take a positive interest in their child’s work and educational progress; 
•             Ensure their child has regular attendance at school; 
•             Instil the value of education and regular school attendance within the home environment; 
•             Contact the school if their child is absent to let them know the reason why and the expected date 
of return, following this with a note wherever possible; 
•             Avoid unnecessary absences; for example, by making medical and dental appointments for outside 
of school hours; 
•             Ask the school for help if their child is experiencing difficulties with any aspect of their school work 
or home and family life; 
•             Inform the school of any change in circumstances that may impact on their child’s attendance; 
•             Support the school by becoming involved in their child’s education, forming a positive relationship 
with school and acknowledging the importance of children receiving the same messages from both school 
and home; 
•             Maintain effective routines at home to support good attendance; 
•             Attend all meetings requested to discuss attendance issues. 
  
Parents are expected to perform their legal duty by ensuring their children of compulsory school age who 
are registered at school attend regularly. 
  
Please find attached our Attendance Policy.  A copy can be found on our website. 
  
 

Admissions Policy 
 

Please find attached our Admissions Policy for 24-25.  A copy of this is on our website. 
 



 

 

We have been really enjoying using Sumdog to 

support our Maths learning. It provides us with a 

variety of questions, from number patterns, to 

adding. 

We have been working really hard at login in and 

are now proud to say that we can now 

independently Login all on our own!! 

This week we are bringing home our Logins so we 

can continue our fabulous learning at home!  

 

 

 

This week in math’s we have been learning all 

about place value within 20 and have been using 

number lines to support us with this. 

We really enjoyed playing this game. One of us 

started at either end of the number line. We then 

rolled the dice and made that number of jumps 

along the number line. The winner was the first 

person to make it to the other end of the number 

line. 

 

 

In English, we have been writing instructions. 

We had great fun in finding out how specific you 

have to be when writing instructions! We directed 

Mrs Haczewski around the classroom, sometimes 

she walked into things if we did not give direct 

instructions. 

Bee-bots have also been a great way for us to 

practice our instructions, by making them end up 

in a specific place 

  



         

                                          

                                      

 

 

  

Our Reading Curriculum 

We know that for both children and adults, reading opens up a treasure house of wonder and 

experiences. Our reading curriculum empowers children by giving them the knowledge they need 

to first learn how to read which then enables them to read in order to learn.  

Across a unit, reading lessons include instruction on inference, retrieval, summarising, prediction 

and making connections. Children read in every lesson, with dedicated time to develop their 

fluency. Strategies for this include echo reading, paired reading, performance reading and timed 

practice. Teaching vocabulary explicitly makes up an integral part of the lesson. Words are 

decoded, defined, applied, linked and analysed.  

In addition to our core Reading Curriculum, some children may also receive 1:1 tutoring or 

additional fluency practice.  

When it comes to Reading, we aim for our children to become:  

 Life long learners, who have the reading knowledge and strategies they need to succeed in 

further education and life.  

 Empathetic members of their community who show empathy for both characters and real 

people who they encounter when reading.  

 Global citizens who appreciate the diversity of both authors and characters they explore.  

 Empowered so they can make informed decisions about the books they wish to read and 

therefore continue to enjoy reading for the rest of their lives. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  



 

 
                  

 



 

 



 

  



  



 

   

 

 

 

EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES  

DATE TIME (where applicable) EVENT/ACTIVITY 

29th January  9am SEN Coffee and Cake  

w/c 5th February   Children’s Mental Health Week (details tbc) 

14th February   Church Service -  Ash Wednesday, Lent begins (Pupils only)  

15h February   Quiz & Chips Night  

19th – 23rd February   SPRING HALF TERM 

26th February   School starts  

27th February  TBC Parent Consultations  

28th February  TBC Parent Consultations  

4th March  KS1 – 4:30pm – 5:30pm 

KS2 5:45pm  – 7:00pm  

School Discos 

6th March  TBC Mother’s Day Assembly KS1 

7th March   World Book Day 

8th March  TBC  Mother’s Day Assembly KS2 

13th March  3:30pm Musical Theatre Assembly (Parents)  

14th March  9am Y5 Science bus from Thorpe St Andrew High School  

26th March   Easter Church Service (Pupils only) 

28th March – 12th April  EASTER HOLIDAYS 

15th April   School starts  

15th April  8:30am – 10am Coffee morning and Drop in : Anxiety 

18th April   YR&Y1 Sports Hall Multi-Skills  

1st – 3rd May   Y4 Residential  

6th May   Bank Holiday (School Closed) 

13th – 16th May    KS2 SATS  

20th May  9am Class Photographs  

22nd May   Church Service (Pupils only) 

27th- 31st May  SUMMER HALF TERM  

3rd June   School starts  

29th June   PlumFest 

1st July  KS1 4:30pm – 5:30pm 

KS2 5:45pm – 7:00pm 

School Discos  

3rd July  TBC Sports Day  

17th July  9:30am Leavers Service in Church  

19th July  TBC Leavers Assembly 


